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Hamilton College has ‘too many issues’
Building requires
estimated $15 million
in renovations, repairs
Cassie Cope

CCOPE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ha m i lton Col lege has
sat at the corner of Pickens
and Pendleton streets since
1943 but has received few
improvements since.
The 69-year-old building,
which houses the anthropology
department, is one of USC’s
largest deferred maintenance
projects, est imated to cost
the university $15 million to
repair.
A n t h r o p o l o g y
Undergraduate Coordinator

Claudia Carriere has either
been a student or has worked at
Hamilton College since 1996,
and she said the building has
“too many issues” including
mold, lead paint and asbestos.
The electrical system also
needs improvement because
t he c u r r e nt s y s t e m c a n’t
handle ext ra elect ricit y or
the fuses will blow, Carriere
said. In addition, the water in
Hamilton is unsafe to drink
due to cont a m i n at ion , so
those who use the building
must drink from a stand-alone
water cooler.
Cat Keegan, the
a nt h ropolog y g raduate
coordinator, said the building
has been in the same condition
for the 12 years she has worked

in Hamilton.
K eeg a n ha s a per pet u a l
si nus i nfect ion because of
the building’s mold problem.
Carriere also frequently gets
sinus infections because of the
building’s condition. If she
doesn’t treat the infections, the
sickness turns into bronchitis.
“R ight now I’ve been on
ant ibiot ics for t wo mont hs
t r y i ng to clea r up a si nu s
infection,” Carriere said. “And
of course the minute I go off
the antibiotics, whatever’s in
here is going to do this again.”
The single air conditioning
unit in her office window is
fi lled with mold, and she said
every time she turns it on, the
unit blows out mold spores.
The building is on a steam

Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Hamilton College houses the anthropology department of USC.
heat system, which works in
some rooms and not in others,
according to Keegan. A part of

Lonely no more.




SINGLES COMPETE AND MINGLE IN VALENTINE’S ‘DATING GAME’
Freshman Council
hosts mock game
show Tuesday

the steam heat system under
HAMILTON ● 2

USC call boxes
require routine
maintenance
214 units each need
four repairs annually
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ashley Hinkel

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Blind love was in the
air of the Russell House
Ballroom on Tuesday
night as willing singles
pa r t icipated i n a n
event modeled af ter
1970s game show “The
Dating Game” in light
of Valentine’s Day.
The bachelors and
bacheloret tes were
completely unk now n
t o e ac h ot her w he n
t he games began.
The bachelor or
bachelorette was on one
side of a black screen
while contestants sat
on the other side. The
bachelor asked t he
contestants questions,
such as: W hat is t he
best concert you have
ever been to? Describe
your favorite pajamas.
Can you fake any
accents?
T he a ns wers f rom
the contestants varied
f rom Sara h Pal i n
accents to describing
how t he y fold t hei r
toilet paper into t he
shape of origami. After
a series of questions,
the bachelor or
bachelorette presented
his or her chosen
date with a rose. The
couple was then given
a gif t card to a local
DATING ● 3
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Bachelors and bachelorettes took the stage to find love in the Russell House Ballroom
Tuesday night in a vintage throwback to “The Dating Game,” hosted by Freshman Council.

W hen students walk any where on
campus, they are supposedly guaranteed
to have access to the police through an
Emergency Call Box.
There a re 214 of t hese u n it s on
USC’s Columbia campus, many within
mere yards of each other so students
are always just one button push away
from connection with a dispatcher and
an immediate summons of officers to
the scene of an emergency. However,
regular “out of order” signs covering
these boxes have left some students
wondering how reliable the Emergency
Call system really is.
Capt. Eric Grabski, director of USC’s
Department of Law Enforcement and
Safety, says police officers survey the
call boxes for maintenance every other
week, reporting issues to USC Facilities.
Malf unctions range any where from
broken lights and phone wiring issues
to vandalism. According to Director
of Facilit ies Tom Quasney, week ly
police reports average about 15 needed
repairs per week. In an email response
to The Daily Gamecock , he insisted
that Facilities responds to each report as
a high priority.
But w it h four needed repairs for
each of the campus’s 214 call boxes
each year and an annual increase in
new i nst allat ions, some u n it s may
get overlooked. St udent Body Vice
Pre sident E m i ly Sa leeby sa id she
had noticed two call boxes outside of
Patterson Hall that hadn’t been repaired
for an entire semester until she got in
touch with USC police officers.
“Having been a [resident mentor], I
think it’s really important to have safety
for residents, especially outside of a
CALL BOXES ● 4

SGELECTIONS2012
The ballot for Student Government is now available on VIP.
Vote for your 2012-13 student body president, vice president
and treasurer and your college’s senators by clicking on
Student Government Elections under the “Personal” tab on VIP.
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Sideways Derby

UAW hypocritical

Facility changes

The Myrtle Beach
band utilizes passion and patience in
its songwriting and
lyrics.

Assistant Viewpoints
Editor Kevin Burke
says the union president’s call for protest
is a double standard.

Athletics Director
Eric Hyman has put
student-athletes first
in athletics facility
improvements.

See page 7
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Pictured above are (left to right) Captain Hall, Lawrence Pinckney, Gov. Burnet Maybank and University
President J. Rion McKissick participating in the groundbreaking ceremony for Hamilton College circa 1942.

Coolers are necessary in Hamilton College because its
water is unfit for consumption due to lead contamination.

HAMILTON ● Continued
from 1
the building is broken,
which contributes to the
mold problem, Carriere
sa id , add i ng t here i s
too much asbestos
surrounding the problem
area for anyone to access
and fi x it.
D u e t o t he n at u r e
of a nt h r o p olog y,
archaeologists are
ent r usted by c u lt u ral
groups and other
countries with artifacts,
but dehumidifiers must

be installed to protect
the artifacts housed in
H a m i lton f rom mold
and flooding on the fi rst
floor, Carriere said.
The f irst f loor of
Hamilton has also been
experiencing a rodent
problem, Carriere said.
Rats have been eat ing
the glue off cardboard
boxes, and rat droppings
have been fou nd on
boxes stored in an
unused room.
Some efforts are made
periodically to improve

the building, like adding
fresh paint.
“We get little BandAid fi xes a lot,” Keegan
said.
Carriere was once told
some cracked windows
were going to be fixed,
but i n stead of ac t u a l
repairs, mask ing tape
and plastic were used to
address the problem.
Hamilton College has
three classrooms that are
full all day, the largest of
which holds 52 students
a nd t he s m a l le s t 42 ,

ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵů

“Celebrate Your Body” Week
Events Feb. 20-24
ŵŽŶĚĂǇ͕ĨĞď͘ϮϬ
ĞĂƵƟĨƵů>ĞŶŐƚŚƐ
ŝĨǇŽƵ͛ǀĞŐŽƚϴ͟ŽĨŚĂŝƌƚŽƐƉĂƌĞĂŶĚ
ǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĚŽŶĂƚĞŝƚƚŽǁĂƌĚƐĂǁŝŐĨŽƌĂĐĂŶĐĞƌ
ƉĂƟĞŶƚ͕ƚŚŝƐŝƐyour event

ĞŵĂŝůŐĂůĂƌĚŝĐΛĞŵĂŝů͘ƐĐ͘ĞĚƵĨŽƌĂŶĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ

ϲƉŵƌƵƐƐĞůůŚŽƵƐĞ
ballroom
the ĂƌŽůŝŶĂĞĂƵƟĨƵů main event

Whitney Thompson
ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͛ƐEĞǆƚdŽƉModel Winner

Keegan said.
T h e a nt h r o p o l o g y
department at one time
included the sociolog y
department and has been
h o u s e d i n H a m i lt o n
for more than 39 years,
according to Keegan.
Ha m i lton Col lege
was initially built as a
facil it y for t he Naval
ROTC with classroom
space and an adjoining
armory, according to the
university’s website. The
website said the building
was named for former
Sout h Ca rol i n a G ov.
Paul Hamilton, who was
also the U.S. Secretary
of the Navy from 1809
to 1812.
I n a d d it io n t o t h e
Naval ROTC, Hamilton
College housed t he
school of engineering
a n d V- 1 2 p r o g r a m ,
according to “A History
of t he Un i v e r s it y of
S o u t h C a r o l i n a” b y
Henry Lesesne.
T he V-12 prog r a m
s t a r t e d i n 19 43 a n d
operated for three years,
t ra i n i ng 650 st udent s
on active duty per term,
according to Lesesne’s
book. These st udent s

earned f ull universit y
credit in the program,
which took two-and-ahalf years to complete.
A budget for t he
c ont r ac t s , m at er i a l s ,
labor a nd ot her cost s
associated with the naval
building was presented at
the May 5, 1942, board
of t r ustees meet ing
and estimated the total
cost of the building at
$204,128.
Of t he total cost,
t h e Wo r k P r o j e c t s
Administration
cont ributed $134,995,
and USC was responsible
for the remaining
$ 6 9, 1 33 . T h e W PA
“provided jobs to
unemployed workers on
public projects sponsored
by federal, state or local
agencies,” according to
archives.gov.
T he $20 4 ,128 c o s t
of the building in 1942
would equal about $2.9
million today, according
to an inflation calculator
to ol prov ided by t he
Federal Reserve Bank of
Minneapolis.
T h e $ 2 .9 m i l l i o n
t he bu ilding wou ld
hy pot het ically cost

FREE
simple federal tax return.
(Federal Form 1040EZ)
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t o d a y i s a l m o s t $12
m i l l ion less t ha n t he
amount the building has
accumulated in deferred
maintenance.
The project to
ref u rbish Ha m i lton
includes plans to
renovate “t he wing of
t he bu i ld i ng pa r a l lel
wit h Pendleton Street
and add an addit ional
floor in the gymnasium,”
according to a
presentation delivered
to the board of trustees
bu ilding and g rou nds
committee Friday. The
plans show the project
extending until at least
2014, and the renovation
is i ntended to enable
the consolidation of the
College of Social Work.
Dan Stanford,
a fou r t h-year
a n t h r o p o l o g y
st udent , said he loves
anthropology and thinks
everyone else should, but
he thinks the subject is
below the radar because
people don’t know what
anthropologists do. He
added t hat “Bones” is
a popular T V show in
which the main character
is an anthropologist.
“Anthropology makes
contributions to history,
Engl ish, biolog y, a nd
t hen we’re st uck over
h e r e i n a c o r n e r ,”
Stanford said. “I pay the
exact same amou nt as
every other student, and
I’m put in this.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

got 8” of
hair to spare?
donate it to a cancer
ƉĂƟĞŶƚŝŶŶĞĞĚŽĨĂǁŝŐĂƚ
ĞĂƵƟĨƵů>ĞŶŐƚŚƐ
monday, feb. 20 @ 6 pm
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DATING ● Continued from 1
re st au r a nt for t hei r
date.
The audience roared
w it h laughter at t he
que st ion s t h at were
asked and the answers
given. Between rounds,
the audience members
were included in t he
games, as raffle tickets
were draw n and g if t
cards were given away
to various restaurants
for t heir Valent ine’s
date.
Pa r t ic ip a nt s we r e
chosen from a group
of st udent s who had
heard about the event

through friends,
posters around
campus or posts
on t he Fre sh ma n
C o u n c i l Fa c e b o o k
a n d Tw it t e r p a g e s .
Pot e nt i a l b ac helor s
and bachelorettes fi lled
out a short application,
wh ich asked for f ive
things that described
t hem. Then, chosen
applicants were given
a s ho r t p e r s o n a l it y
test to become an
el ig ible c o nt e s t a nt .
I n tot a l, t here were
t wo bacheloret tes
a nd t h ree bachelor s
who competed in the
games.

CHANGING
CAROLINA

Colleen Rya n, a
t hird-year public
relat ions st udent,
was chosen as a
bacheloret te for t he
faux game show.
“I was a little
nervous but excited to
part icipate tonight,”
R y a n s a i d . “ I t ’s a
f u n t h i n g t o do o n
Valentine’s Day. I am
single, so why not?”
Ryan got to ask
t he quest ions to t he
contestants and then
choose which one she
wanted to go on a date
w it h. Her quest ions
included “What is the
be st date you cou ld

5K

Saturday, Feb. 25
10 a.m.
FREE and OPEN to
USC students, faculty & staff only

Begins on Greene St. in front of Russell House

Info/register: www.sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/5k
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take me on with your
CarolinaCard?” and “If
you were a professional
at h lete, wh ich spor t
would you play?”
T h e
s o c i a l
committee in
Fre s h m a n C ou nc i l
originally held
t h i s e v e nt t o b r i n g
freshmen together, but
participation extended
b e yond f i r s t-ye a r
students; almost every
class was represented
as contesta nt s or
aud ience members.
Freshman Council is a
leadership organization
t hat bridges t he gap
bet ween f reshmen
to enhance their
ex per ience here at
USC.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Students participated in Tuesday night’s rendition of
“The Dating Game” in the Russell House Ballroom.
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Latin-based interest group raises funds
Bake sale benefits
founding chapter
of Sigma Iota Alpha
Kristyn Sanito

KSANITO@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The second floor of Russell
House was bust l i ng w it h
st udent s Tuesday as t hey
visited an array of Valentine’s
Day–t hemed informat ion
tables giving away swag and
selling treats. A mong t he
tables was a group of young
women holding a bake sale
to f u nd t he creat ion of a
Latina sorority chapter on
USC’s campus.
“Sig ma Iot a A lpha is a
Lat in-based, not a Lat inexclu sive, soror it y,” sa id
Alexandra Mora, a secondyear biology student running
the table. “If we were able to
fundraise this money and get
everything, it would be the
fi rst Sigma Iota Alpha in the
state of South Carolina.”
The chapter, which would
accept Lat i na s a nd nonLat inas alike, would also
be t he f irst Lat ina-based
sorority at USC, according
to Mora. She said the only
ot her representat ion of a
Lat i na-ba sed soror it y i n
the state is at the College of
Charleston, but that it has
“sort of died out.”
“The f rater n it y Ph i
Iot a A lpha ju st st a r ted
on ca mpu s, wh ich is ou r
Lat i no f r ater n it y, so we
would be able to work with
them and spread diversit y
around campus and just start
somet hing new and make
somet h i ng rea l ly big for
USC,” Mora said over the
upbeat Latino music playing
from the information table,
w h ic h ho s t e d a nu m b e r
of ba ked good s for sa le,
including chocolate-covered
strawberries, brownies, cake

George Hinchliffe / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Members of an interest group that aims to establish a USC chapter of the Latin-based sorority Sigma Iota Alpha sold baked
goods on the second floor of Russell House Tuesday to raise the necessary funds in order to reach their goal of $1,000.
pops, pie and a Latino cake
called tres leches.
I n o r d e r t o b e g i n t he
process of establishing an
official chapter of Sigma Iota
Alpha, Mora says the women
of the interest group must
fi rst raise the proper funds.
“We can start whenever
we raise the $1,000,” Mora
said. “We have bake sales.
We’r e g oi n g t o h a v e a n
empa n ad a sa le , wh ic h i s
like a meat cake. We’re also
going to sell plates of food
coming up next week. We
were thinking about doing
a salsa workshop. We’re also
looking for any sponsors or

donations.”
The biggest contribution
t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n’s
fundraiser so far has come
f rom A llison Bu r yk , a
fourth-year nursing student.
“We’ve gotten a couple of
donations,” said Katherine
Quiceno, a fi rst-year biology
and theatre student in the
i nt ere s t g roup. “A c lo s e
friend of ours, actually —
she’s Italian , and she’s very
interested in our sororit y
— donated l i ke a couple
hundred dollars to us.”
The women tr ying
to e st abl ish a chapter of
Sig ma Iota A lpha believe

that the addition of Latino
representation in Fraternity
a nd Soror it y Life wou ld
be beneficial to students at
USC.
“ We h a v e t o s p r e a d
t he awa rene s s of Lat i no
c u lt u r e ,” Q u ic e no s a id .
“Also, we’re trying to break
the stereotypes that people
h a v e ab out L at i no s a nd
t h at L at i no s h ave ab out
other people because that’s
ou r ma i n t h i ng: to ma ke
everybody come together.”
Bu r yk , t he on ly nonLat i na of t he i nterest
group and donator of $400,
says the sororit y supports

CALL BOXES ● Continued
from 1
women’s dorm,” Saleeby
said. “I feel like that’s
something that should
be there and should be
working 24/7. If it only
takes a day to fix, why
d id n’t t hat happen a
month ago?”
S a le e b y f e e l s p a r t

FREE

“st rongly i ndependent
women achieving academic
e x c e l l e n c e ,” a s w e l l a s
philanthropy.
Those interested in joining
Sigma Iota Alpha’s interest
g roup a re encou raged to
send a n em a i l to so sia@
mailbox.sc.edu.
“Right now, our interest
group has 11 people in it,
and we’re tr ying to get as
ma ny people as we ca n,”
Quiceno said.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

of t he reason is t hat
students may not know
who to c a l l for nonemergency safety issues,
like broken emergency
call u nits. W hile she
hopes to see more units
installed on campus, she
says it will be important
for st udent s to be
accountable for making

CAR WASH
with any service

Online appointments:

www.suddethauto.com
“We take the worry out of your car care”

803-256-2110

|

1410 North Millwood Avenue

su re t hey ’re work i ng
properly.
“It’s important that
those are some of the
fi rst things that happen
to improve safet y
because a life is the most
valuable thing on this
university,” Saleeby said.
According to Grabski,
USC police received 154
emergency calls from
the units over the past
six months, estimating
about 25 calls per month.
Howe ver, G r ab s k i
estimates that only 24
to 30 of these calls are
actual emergencies. The
rest are t ypically unit
malfunctions, accidents
or non-emergency
request s for a pol ice
escor t. A lt hough t he
other 130 calls may have
resulted in unnecessary
dispatches, Grabski says
he would rather make
those short extra trips
than miss an emergency.
“It g ives a sense of
security when you walk
on campus and see that
they’re always there just
in case,” Grabski said.
To rep or t a s a fet y
concern, students can
call the Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety
office at 803-777-8400.
For immediate concerns
out side of busi ness
hou r s , c a l l 8 03-7774215 to reach 24-hour
dispatch.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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Americans in jobs
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Hamilton needs fixing
or condemnation now
There’s no ot her way of put t ing it:
Hamilton College is by far the eyesore of our
illustrious campus here at the University of
South Carolina. While many students don’t
know where this building is located, the fact
that it exists at all is sobering, considering
the image university officials attempt to
paint of USC.
Hamilton College, home to the commonly
overlooked anthropology department, is in
need of dire repair — or condemnation. Lead
paint is falling from the ceilings, asbestos
riddles its walls,
“Any USC official t h e i n t e r i o r
p l u m b i n g
with oversight
prevents humans
of Hamilton
f rom drink ing
the water
College, up to
mold is
President Harris safely,
deter iorat i ng
Pastides himself, m u c h o f t h e
building and rats
should be
call many rooms
ashamed.”
home — leaving
a trail of feces
behind to lay stake to their claim.
For a nationally renowned university, any
USC official with oversight of Hamilton
College’s maintenance and general due
diligence — up to President Harris Pastides
himself — should be ashamed students are
ever asked to step foot inside this building.
We’re surprised, and irked, that the health
department hasn’t shut the building down
for good. A vast majority of students should
call the health department before attending
class in that disaster of a building. Sure,
it may not be occupied by the high–tech
engineering department or the nationally
recognized business school, but we’re all
equally part of the USC community.
So while many of us yearn for a new
Russell House or a renovation for the School
of Journalism and Mass Communications,
perspective is key. Above all other projects
— Innovista included — Hamilton College,
literally filled with a multitude of cancercausing materials, must be addressed. Not
in a few years or when donors throw their
dollars behind the cause; it needs to be
addressed now.

UAW’s call for protests hypocritical
Union receives generous
pay, burdens industry
T he Un io n of A ut o Work er s
President Bob King issued a rallying
cry in favor of the Occupy Wall Street
movement at an anniversary event of
a factory shutdown last week. Calling
for union workers to “be willing
to face arrest”, King hopes to rally
support from his union
to go after corporations
t h at , he c l a i m s , a r e
bankrupting American
by not paying taxes.
H i s f i r s t t a rget i s
American staple General
Electric. King called for
Kevin
UAW workers to join
Burke
ot hers, including t he
Fourth-year
finance student
Occupy movement, in
protest ing at t he GE
shareholders’ meeting held in April.
Under the banner of “It’s immoral”
and saying union workers “should be
outraged at the injustice in America,”
King’s pipe dream appears to be a
protest on a quintessentially American
company that has paid an inordinate
amount in taxes.
K ing’s rally cr y falls shor t on
substance, as his claim that target
corporations pay little to no taxes
— in the case of GE — doesn’t ring
true. While it’s well known that GE
continually attempts to minimize
its tax liability, that doesn’t mean it
doesn’t pay taxes.
A GE spokesperson responded to
the UAW accusations by saying GE
paid $1 billion in taxes in 2010, which
is a vast sum. The fact is, the tax code
has numerous ways to legally defer and
bypass taxes under certain situations.
Don’t blame the corporation for doing
as it should in reducing expenses;

blame members of Congress.
Ever yone attempts to minimize
one’s tax liability. It’s the nature of
taxes; it’s how the tax system has
worked for decades, not just recently.
So while King takes advantage of
headline rally cries and a frail economy,
it turns out many in the UAW abuse
their worker contracts and choose to
turn your local American assembly
line into a pub. Since 2010, there have
been two incidents of groups of UAW
workers drinking alcohol and smoking
marijuana while on the job.
Just last week a man coming home
from work at another assembly plant
was arrested on DUI charges after
admitting he had been drinking all
day at the factory. It turns out that
Chrysler’s reliability issues weren’t
the company’s fault at all; its drunken
colleagues at the UAW couldn’t see
straight enough to tighten the lug
nuts.
These are t he employees w it h
whom the UAW negotiated a benefit
package containing a total hourly pay
equivalent of $75, while simultaneously
bla m i ng major cor porat ions for
bankrupting America.
But the fact is that the Big Three
automakers struggled to survive in
their most dire hour back in 2008.
One of t he largest items on t he
balance sheet turned out to be — what
a surprise — the billions in required
pay ment s to t he lu x u r y pension
plans handed out to tenured UAW
employees.
For a u n ion w it h a per pet u a l
drinking problem to enjoy benefits
that many would give an arm and a leg
for while calling a corporation such as
GE “unjust and immoral” is laughable.
The UAW, and Mr. King, ought to
take a long, hard look in the mirror.

President Barack Obama’s new
budget proposal, presented on
Monday, set aside an astounding
$8 billion for a program called the
Community College to Career
Fund. The program is aimed at
students who wouldn’t normally
receive a higher education and
a subsequent job, with the goal
to train two million students so
they can obtain sound careers
i n s o u g ht- a f t e r
industries.
Congress’
approval is needed
for t he f u nd to
be enacted, a nd
the Departments
of Labor and
Whitney
E duc at ion mu st
Smith
also sign on. The
First-year print
resu lt wou ld be
journalism
a part nership
student
b e t w e e n
commu nit y
colleges and businesses,
creating jobs in areas such as
transportation and health care.
Obama has been seeking to
reform community colleges for
years and in 2009 announced the
Graduation Initiative, a program
aimed to increase the amount of
community college graduates.
However, according to The New
York Times, the $10 billion that
was originally proposed dwindled
down to a mere $2 billion.
T he wel l-t hought- out
Community College to Career
Fund would drastically improve
t he nu mb er of low-i ncome
A mer ic a ns who enter t he
workforce. Higher paying jobs
would stimulate the economy and
boost the number of Americans
who are able to obtain steady jobs.
If approved by Congress, lowincome Americans would have a
much better chance of creating
more stable lives for themselves.
The Communit y College to
Career Fund would bolster the
opt ions com mu n it y col lege
students have when selecting a
career path, alleviating an ailing
job market.

Raising taxes on top earners logical solution
Obama’s proposed increases aﬀect
miniscule percentage of Americans
While Occupy Wall Street seems to have died down,
Americans are left investigating the movement’s slogan
still echoing across the states: “We are the 99 percent.”
As more attention has been drawn to the “1 percent”
of America’s economy, I — and many others as well —
wonder if all of the rumors are true.
Owners of large fortunes have been under growing,
intense scrutiny over the past year, and as President
Barack Obama announces his budget bill proposing
to lay heavy taxes on wealthier Americans, it seems
unlikely the 1 percent should be able to vote its way out
of facing larger tax percentages.
Surprisingly, the top 1 percent of earners in America
aren’t as fantastically rich as one might be led to believe.
The New York Times published a chart showing that
the income for the top 1 percent of earners begins at a
fairly reasonable $386,000. Of course, upward from that
point, in the hundredths of the top percent, the average

income becomes a more predictable $3.9 million. So, if
you’re a student here at USC, and assuming you aren’t
the heir(ess) to a fast food franchise, congratulations,
and welcome — we’re the 99 percent.
Obama spoke on Monday in
Annandale, Va., about the 2013 budget,
reminding his audience that “a quarter of
all millionaires pay lower tax rates than
millions of middle class households,”
and adding, quite unnecessarily, “That’s
not fair.” Rumors about rich Americans
exploiting and cheating the tax system
Charley
have made their way around, but in
Jeon
many cases loopholes are loopholes, and
Third-year
accusing someone of cheating on his or
English student
her taxes is difficult to verify.
In any case, the demand to raise
taxes on the wealthiest Americans has been quickly
garnering public support. As America struggles to
place blame on the cause of our economic downfall,
its fingers naturally point toward large sums of money,
those who hide out in basements of WASP-y men with
unnaturally coiffed hair.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

While the typical counterargument has been a
variation of the phrase “I earned this money,” a close
look at questionable tactics and government corruption
compounding over the past year has the average
American wondering what “earning the money” even
means.
It implies that the rest of the population has “earned”
the suffering under an impaired economic system. It’s
not that the act of hoarding money is just or unjust; it’s
that the principle of earning and privatizing wealth is
being looked at more closely today, although hindsight
is 20/20.
Obama’s budget plan has already been criticized as an
unrealistic political ploy, designed to rally up the “poor
folk” and distance himself from the idea of “politics as
usual.” However, if this is true, Obama’s master scheme
seems rather redundant.
If we truly are the 99 percent, and we understand
that our economy is set up in a way that projects all
of us being financially crushed by an orgy of country
club owners and Hollywood stars, it’s a no-brainer. We
should raise taxes on the higher income brackets, and
make it iron-clad.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will
print the correction in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The
Daily Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the
University of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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“I don’t really need to stand out; there’s room
for everyone. Although I haven’t built a niche
yet, I’m just writing love songs.”
— Adele
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‘In it for the long haul’
Courtesy of facebook.com

Sideways Derby projects
M u c h l i k e t h e m u s i c i a n s need are right in front of you.
mentally,” Grant said. “It’s a very,
passion, patience into music ver y hard profession to become themselves, Grant characterizes the
“ Ever y d ay I wa ke up it ’s a n
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It seems that all too often, budding
musicians are lured into the industry
with the promise of overnight success
and fame that comes more easily
than a fly to honey. The truth is, not
all musicians can be on YouTube one
minute and then jetting off to sit at a
fashion show with Usher the next (a
la Justin Bieber).
Mold i ng mu sic t a ke s ju st t he
right combination of passion and
com m it ment , a nd, of cou r se,
patience is key. One man who says
he’s defi nitely in it for the long haul
despite any bumps on the road ahead
is Joshua Grant of eclectic rock group
Sideways Derby.
“I would say the most diff icult
thing are the sacrifices I’ve had to
make f inancially, personally and

really successful at.”
Grant has been active in the music
scene for more than a decade now,
although he says his first exposure
to the culture occurred at an odd
time — his birth.
Born as the third generation in a
family of musicians, the Columbia
native has fronted various versions
of Sideways Derby before settling on
the band’s current lineup: guitarist
Brian McKenzie, bass player Jeremy
Dunham and drummer Mark Holt.
The band has been touring up and
down Carolina’s coastline, making
stops in Murrells I nlet, Pawleys
Island and Myrtle Beach. Sideways
Derby is even slated for an upcoming
April 20 show at the Rolling Stone
Bar in Columbia. In addition, Grant
says t he ba nd w ill open for altrockers Blue October at the House
of Blues in North Myrtle Beach on
March 31.

Sideways Derby sound as overflowing
with passion and high energy. But
talking about the band’s style is much
different than hearing it for yourself.
Sideways Derby’s genre can be easily
categorized as rock ’n’ roll; there
are strong tones of deep, soulf ul
songwriting coupled with distinctly
acoustic-driven melodies. Rather
than words simply slapped on a page,
each lyric is crafted with emotional
appeal and intelligence. The chord
progressions are intentionally strong,
a nd Gra nt ’s r u st ic voice blends
harmoniously without overpowering
the instrumentalists. Shifting from
everlasting jams to mellowed-out
rock, the band has clearly found its
niche in songwriting.
W here t he song s come f rom ,
though, is anyone’s game. Grant says
his lyrical roots grow deep into the
well of life itself, and if you live life
as a songwriter, all of the songs you

inspiration musically in some type
of way,” Grant said. “The old man
you see sitting in front of the barber
shop, the woman with the sad eyes in
line at the DMV — all those things
inspire me.”
Grant said given the time, he could
write a song a day. But for now, he’s
content with the little melodies in
his head or t he miniscule g uitar
riffs that eventually transform into
full-f ledged tracks. Building upon
personal experiences during the day,
Grant says he often heads to the
st udio at sundown to lay down a
quick cut that he will soon present to
the rest of Sideways Derby. Although
ma ny of t he i ndu st r y ’s up -a ndcoming rock acts are on the younger
end of t he spect r um, Grant said
his age and experience has actually
worked to his advantage.
DERBY ● 9

Indie, mainstream artists cover hits
Mumford & Sons, Chris August
give favorite songs by popular
artists own personal twist
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Covers, whether they are chart-topping pop
anthems or lesser-k nown soul searchers, are
tough songs to sing. It’s taking another artist’s
pride and joy — his or her life and love through
lyrics — and making it your own. Some breathe
new life and lend a new note, chorus or mix to an
already favorite tune, while others fall on the face
of their own creative take. And The Mix is here
with four of the best covers circling through the
Web.

“Wagon Wheel” — Mumford & Sons
(Old Crow Medicine Show cover)
Mu mford & Sons have char med listeners
with their banjos, mandolins and ever-so-cool
accents. The band’s indie folk twang defi nes its
classics, with both “Little Lion Man” and “The
Cave” playing on heaving strings and a great
down-home appeal. So it’s really no surprise that
Marcus Mumford and the band have hit gold
with their cover of Old Crow Medicine Show’s
Southern classic “Wagon Wheel.” It brings a new
generation to a song that runs through the history
and soul of the South — by way of every ringtone,
road trip and shuffle through the music library.

Mumford & Sons

“Rolling in the Deep” —
Young the Giant (Adele cover)
It’s hard to do justice in the face of the Queen of
this year’s Grammys, the beloved — by the whole
world, really — Adele Adkins . But Young the
Giant, who will be performing at USC on March
14, offer a fresh take on the soulful songstresses’
signature single “Rolling in the Deep.” It’s not
polished, and reveals the band’s true vocal chops,
with frontman Sameer Gadhia shining through
a beautifully strained voice with the long-held
notes and same sass that made the original great.
COVERS ● 8

Young the Giant
Courtesy of mumfordandsons.com

Courtesy of youngthegiant.com
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“I Will Follow You into the Dark” — Jayme Dee
(Death Cab for Cutie cover)
There are those songs that are so personal and full of a clear story of
struggle, passion and pain. Death Cab for Cutie’s famous slow jam can’t help
but bring the tears with lyrics that stretch to the boundless limits of love.
And Los Angeles singer/songwriter Jayme Dee has carried the same painful
beauty to her cover of the dark but gorgeous track. With a professed attitude
of, “Break my heart. I’ll write about it,” Dee channels a certain, clean rasp
and internal harmony that deliver an equally chilling performance as the
original — backed only with an acoustic guitar.

“Not Over You” — Chris August (Gavin DeGraw cover)
Gavin DeGraw caters to the pop charts — his middle-of-the-street piano
performances project such energy into the hearts of popsters across the
country. His lyrics are infectious, with his latest smash “Not Over You”
sugarcoating a romance gone wrong. Former Geffen-signed artist Chris
August has hit the Internet with an a cappella cover of the “Sweeter” hit
— complete with a totally cute, mic-front video of the recording. August
takes us through the visual making of the self-arranged, completely solo
performance — from percussion to beat box. And his black-framed readers
and “Beauty and the Beast” figures, as seen in the video, make August just
too adorkable to ignore.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Jayme Dee
Courtesy of facebook.com

Chris August
Courtesy of facebook.com

Courtesy of reverbnation.com

Sideways Derby will open for Blue October at Myrtle Beach’s House of Blues in March.
DERBY ● Continued from 7
“Actually living long enough to
w rite songs t hat I’ve t r uly lived
through sets me apart from other
artists,” said Grant, who adds that he
views the future of music as having
plenty of life left in it. “The world
has always had music and always will.
It’s the universal language.”
The members of Sideways Derby
welcomes all types of music lovers
to their party, and Grant hopes to
continue expanding a fan base in
the years to come. The evolution
of downloadable MP3 tracks, Grant
said, has been revolutionary for the
music industry, allowing independent
musicians to promote themselves
much more easily than in the past.
The industr y still has a long way
to go; however, Grant insists it’s
“coming back around.”

“It has completely changed as far
as the business end of it,” Grant said.
“So it has taken some time to kind of
work itself out and reinvent itself.”
W hen asked about his future in
music culture, Grant says his music
will carry him until his fi nal days, as
it already has done much of his life.
“I can’t ever see putting it down, so
I think I received a life sentence with
no possibility of parole,” Grant said.
A s for his words to st r uggling
musicians still on the search for that
one big break, Grant stresses settling
in for the long haul and riding out
t he stor m i n order to reach t he
ultimate goal.
“Practice hard, and never give up
on your dreams,” Grant said. “If you
stop dreaming, you stop living.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT

4 BR/2 BA house
4BR/2BA house located
near campus and Vista. Full
appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,500/mth. Available
7/1/12.
Email hank@burrisslaw.com

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

EMPLOYMENT
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

PROJECT MANAGMENT
Walker White, Inc., a local
Mechanical contractor, is now
accepting resumes for the
following positions: SALES
ENGINEER & PROJECT
MANAGEMENT. Qualified
candidate should have a BS
in Mechanical Engineering or
reasonably expect to graduate
by 2013. Effective leadership,
communication, & problem solving
skills are required. Our engineering
team offers a fast paced, yet
casual & friendly, working and
learning environment. Scheduling
is flexible with an opportunity
for full time employment upon
graduation. Please e-mail resume
with qualifications to
JDennis@Walker-White.com
Make $200 a day sending emails
tinyurl.com/PayDaySystem

EMPLOYMENT

Palmetto Athletic Ctr is seeking
a competitive gymnastics coach
with knowledge of Level 4-6
routines and a office receptionist.
Go to https://sites.google.com/
site/pacstaffsite/home-page/
Employment
Email your application to
gm.pacsc@gmail.com
SANDWICH MAKER
Start 12/hr w/experience!! Super
fast paced environment. Lunch
hours only. NO WEEKENDS!!
Apply in person before 10 am or
between 2-3:30 pm at No Name
Deli, 2042 Marion Street. No
phone calls please.
Email lkubilus@windstream.net

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

M.Fresh & M.Vista
M. Gourmet Group is looking for
energetic, intelligent individuals
joining our team in March , 2012.
Convenient downtown locations,
good working environment, flexible
hours. Server, host, juice and tea
maker positions are available.
Please apply on line:
www.miyos.com
Email mw@miyos.com

Excellent Opportunity
Busy Allergist office seeks bright,
hardworking, ethical students to
work full-time for at least a year.
We have both clinical and business
positions available. Excellent
opportunity for those interested
in applying to medical and/or
graduate school. We can provide
hands-on clinical experience. Only
those with excellent academic
records (GPA of 3.6 or higher) and
great references need apply. Email
resume with dates available to
begin work to:
palmettoallergya@bellsouth.net
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

TRAVEL
Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. If interested
check out the Careers section
at www.columbiaymca.org!

DEADLINE

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury party
cruise. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of 13
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
TATSUYA NAKATANI, THOMAS HELTON
7:30 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St.

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Upgrade your
workplace with a little
imagination. Financial
hurdles are temporary.
A partner offers
excel lent suppor t.
Make love and romance
a priority.

Avoid trying to win an
argument, or just skip
t he f ight altoget her.
Choose peace and
calm. Practice paying
at tent ion to your
breath. Joy doesn’t have
to cost money.

Others are depending
on you to take action,
but there’s no need to
stress since you’re on
top of your game. Put
some oomph i nto it.
The overall outcome is
brilliant.

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

Go ahead and ask for what
you’ve been promised;
the squeaky wheel gets
the grease. Keep smiling!
You especially appreciate
beaut y, ambiance and
artistry.

L it t le s t e p s t o w a r d
organization can go a
long way now. Exercise
clears your head. Burn
off some calories while
having fun. Friends can
make great partners.

Keep an empowering
contex t or over v iew
for what you’re up to,
rat her t han listening
to that old, disruptive
voice that wants you to
believe you can’t.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

The affection continues.
It’s as if Valentine’s Day
n e v e r e nd e d . D o n’t
take any t hing for
granted now, and avoid
unnecessar y conf lict.
Focus on the love.

Fa l l i n love w it h
ever yday beaut y, t he
kind you normally take
for granted. Don’t sweat
small stuff, and avoid
silly arguments. Others
speak well of you.

I ncreased romance
may come wit h some
reversals of for t u ne.
Be per sistent to get
what you really want.
Use you r wonder f u l
instincts. Save up for it.

Cancer

Scorpio

Pisces

Not everything goes
according to plan, but
you can handle detours
by applying what you’ve
learned and adding a
pi nc h of c r e at i v it y.
Patch up any leaks.

Add some passion to
your work. Today could
be quite profitable, but
don’t spend what you
don’t h ave. St ic k to
your budget. Be ready
for surprises.

Go for what you
believe in. Being true
to yourself takes you
a long, long way. Be
grateful for what you
have. W herever you
ca n, bu ild a solid
foundation.

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

02/15/12

1 2 3 4

for 02/14/12

Coffee House
Tuesday 8PM
Shandon House
1804 Greene St.

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

“COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND:”
STAND-UP COMEDY
9 p.m., $3
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMORROW
BEN G MIXTAPE RELEASE PARTY
9:30 p.m., $5 for guys / free for girls
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.

CAROLINA PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS CAMPUS MOVIEFEST FINALE
8 p.m., free with CarolinaCard
Russell House Ballroom

SILENT SPRING ENSEMBLE,
TRIOSCAPES, HECTAGONS
7:30 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $6
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

@thegamecock
02/15/12

ACROSS
1 Co. that makes
Motrin and
Tylenol
6 In __ land
10 Flew the coop
14 Happen next
15 “Doctor Zhivago,”
e.g.
16 __ Lackawanna
Railway
17 Home of the City
of 1,000 Minarets
18 Ben Stiller’s mom
20 Best Supporting
Actress winner
for “Vicky Cristina
Barcelona”
22 Beehive St.
capital
23 Aqua Velva
alternative
24 Military division
28 Classic sports
cars
29 Casino area
30 The Columbia R.
forms much of its
northern border
31 Edit menu
command
34 General’s level
38 Night sounds
40 Kilmer of “The
Saint”
41 __ ﬂu
42 Quaint storage
pieces
45 Animal rights org.
46 Arles “A”
47 “__ Day Will
Come”: 1963 #1
hit
48 Set down
50 Household
attention getter
52 Ancient Dead
Sea land
54 Org. offering
motel discounts
57 Major oil
conferences
(they’re found, in
a way, in 20-, 34and 42-Across)
60 Where many
tests are given
63 Indian
princesses
64 Lie low
65 Price-limiting
words
66 Playing marble
67 Countercurrent

68 Noticed
69 Nuts for sodas
DOWN
1 Wranglers and
Patriots
2 Theater
supporter
3 Backstreet Boys
contemporary
4 Con
5 Long-distance
ﬂier’s complaint
6 Jumped
7 Sleep disorder
8 Omar’s “Mod
Squad” role
9 Harsh, as
criticism
10 2007 “Dancing
With the Stars”
contestant
Gibbons
11 Horse and buggy
__
12 Christmas buy
13 Afternoon cup
19 Longtime
Pennsylvania
congressman
John
21 Spirit __ Louis
25 “Honest!”
26 Zagreb native
27 Natural dye
28 Bit of dust
29 Skin

Solutions from 02/14/12

31 “Sure”
32 Nary a soul
33 Beardless Dwarf
35 Partner of out
36 Ballerina’s step
37 Glimpse
39 News
exclusives
43 Funny-sounding
bone
44 Plumlike fruit
49 Paciﬁc Surﬂiner
operator
51 Walk casually
52 Overact
53 Mischievous kid

54 Year’s record
55 Tums target
56 Beasts of burden
58 Make do
59 Rival of Cassio
60 Ally of Fidel
61 It may be ﬂipped
62 Insert
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Men’s soccer to be affected by expansion in 2013
C-USA, MWC merger
could add three
new teams to league
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

S o u t h C a r o l i n a m e n’s
soccer coach Mark Berson
could never have predicted
t he k i nd of conference
realignment that has taken
place in collegiate athletics.
With Southern Methodist,
Memph is a nd Cent ral
Florida leaving Conference
USA a nd join ing t he Big
East in 2013, Berson knows
what to expect for 2012, but
any more than that is simply
conjecture. C-USA will be
left with six soccer teams,
including the Gamecocks,
in 2013, but after the merger
of C-USA and the Mountain
We s t C o n f e r e n c e w a s
announced Monday, there is
a possibility the departures
will be replaced by teams in
the MWC that have soccer,
though like the Southeastern
Conference, the MWC does
not sponsor men’s soccer.
“Nothing will affect next
year,” Berson said. “There
are no cha nges for 2012,
so everything’s intact. For
2013, SMU, Central Florida
and Memphis are leaving.
B e yond t h at , not h i ng i s
exactly clear. In other words,
it’s my understanding that
Air Force, UNLV and New
Mexico are teams within the
Mountain West t hat have
soccer. That is all t hat is
really known right now.”
Berson said that anything
concrete would come from
the conference office, but
his guess would be that the
teams that have soccer in the
M WC would join C-USA

soccer. San Diego State also
has a men’s soccer team, but
Berson said it wouldn’t make
sense for them to leave the
Pacif ic-12 because of t he
dista nce. A s far as t ravel
w i l l b e c o n c e r n e d w it h
USC having to potentially
make t rips to Las Vegas,
Colorado Springs, Colo.,
a nd A lbuquerque, N. M. ,
Berson sa id it was ju st a
matter of t he Gamecock s
being “spoiled” in the East,
as schools i n t he M WC ,
for example, were having to
make lengthy trips prior to
conference realignment.
“ It ’s pr ob abl y a n e ye opener for us in terms of
travel, but for a lot of schools
around the country, they’re
used to that kind of travel,”
Berson said. “Even if you
think about it in the SEC
now with Texas A&M and
M i s s ou r i , f or a l l of ou r
sports, t hat’s going to be
really expanding the travel.”
Berson explained that with
SMU, an already leng t hy
trip for USC, leaving t he
league, there will essentially
only be two long trips added,
as one of t he t rips would
be theoretically taking the
place of SMU. Furthermore,
with conference expansion
r e a c h i n g t h e S E C w it h
Texas A&M and Missouri,
all Gamecock sports will be
forced to travel more than
they have in the past.
“[For] some of the teams,
y o u’r e g o i n g t o s t r e t c h
y o u r s e l f b e c au s e y o u’r e
going to have to play some
s c ho ol s i n ou r d i v i s ion ,
and then there’ll be some
crossover,” said At hlet ics
Director Eric Hyman. “It’s
going to be a longer t rip
than there has been in the
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The Gamecock soccer team could be facing road trips to UNLV, New Mexico and Air Force in the future.
to North Carolina.
“The st reng t h of t he
conference would be good,”
Berson said. “A lso, there’s
been some talk that West
Virginia may be looking at
Conference USA because
t hey have joi ned t he Big
12, which does not sponsor
men’s soccer, so they need
to fi nd a league to play in as
well.”
I f B er s on h a s re a l i z ed
a ny t h i ng i n conference
expansion, it has been that
C-USA was before its time
i n 20 05, when it i nv ited
three teams outside of its
conference to be af f iliate
squads, which is similar to
what has occurred in several

pa st . Now you’ve got to
throw two more teams into
the scheduling equation, so
it is an impact.”
A s far as t he special
circ u mst a nce w it h men’s
soccer si nce it plays i n a
different conference, Hyman
s a id he “ h ad n’t t hou g ht
about that yet” in regards
to the consequence of the
C-USA and MWC merger.
If U N LV, New Mex ico
a nd A ir Force do play in
the C-USA soccer league,
Berson wou ld st ill be
satisfied with the quality of
the league. In the last season,
Charlotte, a C-USA team,
adva nced to t he nat ional
championship before falling

conferences for football only.
“I think that Conference
USA was way out in front
of the curve years ago when
they looked at bringing in
South Carolina, Kentucky
and FIU as aff iliate
m e m b e r s ,” B e r s o n s a id .
“They sa id, ‘ Wel l, we’ve
got teams in our league that
want to play in a good league
and we need to strengthen
the league, so we will bring
i n t he s e a f f i l i at e t e a m s
and embrace t hem in our
conference.’ That was really
forward thinking.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Men’s Basketball

SEC Power Rankings
Compiled by the Sports staff
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Hyman puts student-athletes first
USC to see
more facility
improvements
Isabelle Khurshudyan
IKHURSHUDYAN@
DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Athletics Director Eric Hyman wanted to reform facilities.

The most important
t h i ng to At h let ics
Director Eric Hyman
is the student-athlete.
W he n a s k e d w h at
he is most proud of,
Hyman gestures toward
a photo of a Gamecock
football player with his
arm around Hyman.
“It’s when the parents
of a st udent- at h lete
come a nd t ha n k you
f o r w h at t he e nt i r e
depart ment has done
for t heir daughter or
their son,” Hyman said.
“Or when a women’s
basketball player writes
you and thanks you for
their experience. When
a football player comes
up to you, puts his arm
around you and thanks
you. That’s what I’m
most proud of. I think
t r y ing to create t hat
culture where, when we
have a student-athlete
come in here, we really
care for them as people.
S o m e t i m e s i t ’s g o t
to be tough love, but
basically t he bot tom
l i ne i s t he s t ude ntathletes know we have
their best interests at
heart.”
H y m a n’s p l e d g e
t o s t u d e n t- a t h l e t e s
inspired his longrange plan to improve
at hlet ics facilit ies. It
wa s ph a sed st a r t i ng
with Carolina Stadium,
which opened in 2009
and was christened with
back-to-back national
championships.
Nex t wa s t he Dod ie
A nder s on A c adem ic
E n r ich ment Center,
a n d o n M o n d a y, i t

was the new Carolina
Te n n i s C e nt e r t h at
was being dedicated. If
things go as scheduled,
a new tailgating area
where the South
Carolina Sate Farmers
Market once stood
across from WilliamsBrice Stadium, as well
as a new video board
inside of the stadium,
should be ready before
t he st a r t of footba l l
season.
W hen t he sof tba l l
season concludes, work
on the softball stadium
will begin, and there
are also plans for new
football practice fields
a nd a new football
indoor facility. W hen
Hyman came to South
Carolina, he conducted
studies that determined
t hat , i n reg a rds to
facilities, South
Carolina was near the
bottom in several areas
in the SEC.
“ W hen I st ar ted,
what I d id was, as
you do when you go
to a new job, is make
assessments,” Hyman
said. “The first three
months I tried to assess
where we were. In the
assessments, one of the
issues I t ried to f ind
out was where were we
in the (coaches’) eyes
in relationship to our
c o mp e t it io n . T he r e
were some that were in
pretty good shape, and
there were others that
had a large room for
growth.”
Hy man believes
facilities play a crucial
role in the recruiting
process, which affects
t he success of t he
team. In exit interviews
he’s done with senior
st udent-at h letes
throughout his career,
one of t he top fou r
r e a s o n s a s t u d e n tat h let e c ho o s e s one

school over another is
facilities.
“If you were looking
at two different schools
to go to college, you’d
want to go to the one
t h at h ad re a s on able
dor m itor y rooms,
reasonable classrooms,
and all of those kinds
of t h i ng s to ma ke it
at t r ac t i v e f or y ou ,”
Hyman said. “There’s
no d if ference i n ou r
busi ness. You’ve got
to have t he facilit ies
to make it at t ract ive
b ec au se i f you were
going to school here
a n d y o u’r e l o o k i n g
at Georg ia or Nort h
C a rol i n a , you’re
comparing t hem. It’s
the same thing as what
we do athletically. We
compare ourselves
to G eorg ia, Flor ida,
Te n n e s s e e — t h e s e
are t he people we’re
recruiting against. In
the process of a young
person, that’s going to
be a factor.”
I n t he assessment s
Hyman conducted, he
fou nd USC was a lso
behind in its academic
resources. M icrosof t
’ 95 w a s b e i n g u s e d
when he a r r ived i n
2005, and there were
just four or five laptops
and 18 computers for
600 st udent-at hletes.
Along with improving
the resources,
Hy man inst it uted an
attendance policy for
class, where a studentat h lete cou ld m iss
play ing t ime if he or
she violates that policy.
A s a resu lt, st udentathletes reached their
highest combined GPA
in program history in
the fall semester.
W h ile Hy ma n is
invested in the studentat h letes i nterest s,
he is also invested in
t he i nt er e s t s of t he

fa ns. I n response to
the apathy by the fan
b a s e t o w a r d m e n ’s
basketball, which has
a 1-9 record in league
play, Hyman said that
when a team doesn’t
do well, there’s usually
apathy. He maintains
his stance on patience.
He references the 2008
football team, which
lost to Clemson in the
last game before falling
to Iowa in the Outback
Bowl, where fans didn’t
have patience with the
program, but in four
years the Gamecocks
reac he d a prog r a mf i r st 11-w i n sea son.
Nevertheless, Hyman
said he can understand
the “negative chatter.”
“In [USC basketball
coach Darrin Horn’s]
f irst year, he tied for
the SEC East,” Hyman
said. “In [USC women’s
basketball coach Dawn
St a le y ’s] f i r s t y e a r,
s h e w o n 10 g a m e s .
Daw n had not had
ex per ienced players,
and Darrin had more
ex per ienced players.
Now, t he ex perience
is gone, so we’re at the
bot tom work i ng ou r
way up. Dawn’s built
a prog ra m because
she’s gotten some more
experience. What she’s
doi ng w it h women’s
b a s k et b a l l h a s b e e n
absolutely ter r if ic.
There are some things
t hat have never been
accomplished here
when you look back
t h rough it , l i ke t he
football team t his
year — they did things
t hat have never been
accomplished before.
T h a t ’s w h a t w e ’ r e
tr ying to do, and the
time lines are different
with different sports.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Gamecocks looking for elusive second SEC win
Men’s basketball
hosts Georgia
in first meeting
Christian Aldridge

CALDRIDGE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The last time coach Darrin
Horn declared a game a mustwin situation, South Carolina
pu l le d out a l a s t- s e c o nd
v ic tor y ag a i nst A laba ma.
Unfortunately, that was the
lone win in USC’s past 10
games, having dropped five
straight since that victory.
The Gamecocks (9-15, 1-9
SEC) host Georgia (12-12,
3-7) tonight in search of an
elusive second SEC victory.
“It’s a game where there’s
no question we need to win,”
Horn said. “I think our guys
understand that. I think at
some point, there’s a mindset
that they want to be rewarded
for all the hard work they’ve
put in.”
For all of the difficulties
this season has seen, Horn
has maintained that the effort
and desire are still there.
“One of the things that’s
been very impressive to me as
a coach is with the challenges
and t he adversit y and t he
struggles that we’ve faced and
our record not being what we
want it to be, this team has
continued to work hard, play
hard and be ready to play
games as we were Saturday,”
Horn said.
The G a mecock s played
well for much of the game
against the Razorbacks, even

reeling off a 16-0 run in the
second half, but ultimately
fell short, once again plagued
by t u r novers . I n l ight of
recent turnover struggles,
tak ing care of t he ball is
becoming a top priority for
Horn. While playing well for
short spurts, carelessness and
poor offensive execution have
given opposing teams easy
buckets.
“[Turnovers] are the things
that eventually you’ve got to
get tired of and eliminate,”
Horn said. “Coming back
home and having the
opportunity to do that will
hopefully energize us a little
bit to give us the opportunity
to do that against a Georgia
tea m who’s pl ay i ng ver y
well.”
After playing four out of
their last five on the road,
w it h t he lone home game
against top-ranked Kentucky,
b e i n g b ac k i n C olu mbi a
should be a big help as the
G a mecock s t a ke on t he
visiting Bulldogs.
Poi nt g uard Br uce
Ellington spoke to the rigors
of g oi n g o n t he r o ad i n
the SEC and the mentality
moving forward.
“Being on the road is hard,
so we’re glad to be back
home and try to get a ‘W,’”
Ellington said. “We’ve just
got to stay focused and just
keep going in to every game
trying to get a win, really.”
Georgia has had its fair
s h a re of d i s app oi nt me nt
this year as well, though the
Bulldogs have looked good
recently, winning their last

t wo against A rkansas and
Mississippi State.
“They have terrif ic
perimeter play. A McDonald’s
All-American (in Kentavious
Caldwell-Pope) on the wing,
two veteran guards that have
been very solid for them and
played extremely well, and
though inexperienced like us,
extremely athletic up front,”
Horn said.
As the season draws closer
to its conclusion and weight
of expectations grow, players
have remained focused on
the task at hand.
“I wouldn’t say pressure,
but it would help us a lot
to get a win,” said forward
Damont re Har r is. “I feel
like we come every day and
practice hard, even though
we’ve been losing. We just
t r y and stay posit ive, and
hopefully it’ll come around.”
For t he majorit y of t he
season, freshman A nthony
Gill has star ted in t he
f r o nt c o u r t w it h H a r r i s ,
though RJ Slawson is now
gett ing t he nod wit h Gill
coming off the bench. Horn
has been impressed with both
players’ production.
“[Slawson] will continue
to stay in the lineup,” Horn
said. “I like what he’s doing.
He brings us athleticism and
activity at that spot and has
done some really good things
w it hout quest ion ... Wit h
[Gill] coming off the bench,
it g ives u s a big phy sica l
presence with high skill level
that can do a lot of things
well.”
Harris had high praise for
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RJ Slawson will start for the Gamecocks in place of Anthony Gill.
Slawson as well, saying, “RJ
brings a lot to the table. He’s
a high energ y guy, crashes
the boards very hard, plays
hard. He helps our team a lot
when he’s on the floor.”
As the team continues to
search for only its second
conference win of the season,

Horn knows his team can’t
afford to lose this one.
“I think our team continues
to get better, but we’ve got to
get the wins to show for it,”
Horn said.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

